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SUBJ: REPUTATION OP ALLEGED U.S. INTERVENTION IN BOUGAINVILLE 

1. BEN SABUMEI, PIRST ASST. SEC., DPRT, TOLD ME THIS MORNING 
THAT RUMORS ARE CIRCULATING ON BOUGAINVILLE RE ALLEGED U.S. 
INTERVENTION IN DISPUTE WITH CENTRAL GOVT., WHICH RUMORS 
DPRT WANTS US TO DENY. 

2. ACCORDING SABUMEI, CARGO CULT IDEAS HAVE BEEN CIRCULATING 
IN SOUTH BOUGAINVILLE SINCE RETURN OF FR. MOMIS FROM TRIP TO 
UN. USG IS ALLEGED TO HAVE PROVIDED MOMIS WITH MONEY DURING 
STAY IN U.S. USG IS ALLEGED TO HAVE PROMISED INTERVENTION ON 
SIDE OP SECESSIONISTS WHEN LIGHTING BREAKS OUT BETWEEN 
SECESSIONISTS AND CENTRAL GOVT., ACCORDING TO RUMOR. IN 
RETURN, USG WAS TO RECEIVE BASE RIGHTS ON BOUGAINVILLE, 
INCLUDING STATIONING OF 40,000 TROOPS AND HARBOR FACILITIES 
POR A WARSHIP. 

3. WE HAVE NOT HEARD THIS STORY FROM OTHER SOURCES BUT ARE 
AWARE OF WILDLY IMPROBABLE RUMORS CIRCULATING IN BOUGAINVILLE 
AND KNOW THAT CARGO CULTS HAVE EXISTED THERE POR DECADES 

IP NOT LONGER. 
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4. BELIEVE WE SHOULD COMPLY WITH DPRT'S REQUEST. RECOMMEND 
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THAT EMBASSY BE AUTHORIZED TO RELEASE STATEMENT ALONG EOLLOWING 
LINES. 

QUOTE. THE AMERICAN EMBASSY IN PORT MORESBY HAS BEEN ADVISED 
OE RUMORS CIRCULATING ON BOUGAINVILLE TO THE EEEECT THAT UNITED 
STATES MILITARY AND NAVAL EORCES HAVE AGREED TO INTERVENE 
TO ASSIST THE BOUGAINVILLE SEPARATISTS IN THEIR EEFORTS TO 
SECEDE EROM PAPUA NEW GUINEA. 

THE EMBASSY WISHES TO STATE CATEGORICALLY THAT THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT HAS NO INTENTION WHATSOEVER OE INTERVENING IN THIS 
PROBLEM. AS THE EMBASSY HAS PREVIOUSLY STATED, THE UNITED 
STATES GOVERNMENT DOES NOT SUPPORT SECESSIONIST MOVEMENTS IN 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA. END QUOTE. 

5. PLEASE REPLY ASAP. 

OLMSTED 


CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INTERVENTION, SECESSION, ALLEGATIONS, CENTRAL GOVERNMENT 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 02 FEB 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: SmithRJ 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976PORTM00064 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: DG ALTERED 
Executive Order: GS 
Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760038-0870 
From: PORT MORESBY 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 9760291 /aaaadcgi. tel 

Line Count: 78 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: SmithRJ 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 20 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <20 MAY 2004 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <16 SEP 2004 by SmithRJ> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: REFUTATION OF ALLEGED U.S. INTERVENTION IN BOUGAINVILLE 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, PP, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



